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Amendments to the Claims 

1) (Currently Amended) A us e of an ant i m i crob i al l y e ff e ct i v e amount of a 
mixture of 5 oh l oro 2 - m e thyM i soth i azo li n 3 one, 2-methyl 4 i sothiazo li n 3 on e and 
2 - bromo - 2 - n i tropropane 1 ,3 dio l as a b i oc i do i n A method for increasing the 
antimicrobial effect of an aqueous colorant pr e parat i ons preparation having a heavy 
metal ion concentration of not less than 20 ppm and wherein the colorant is a 
reactive dye, a direct dye, an acid dye, a disperse dye or a pigment and compr i ses 
includes a complexed heavy metal selected from the group consisting of Cu, Co, Ni, 
Fe, Cr and Al comprising the step of adding to the agueous colorant an effective 
amount of a biocide. wherein the biocide is an antimicrobially effective amount of a 
mixture of 5^hloro-2-methyl-4-isothiazolin-3-one. 2-methvl-4-isothiazolin-3-one and 
2-bromo-2-nitropropane-1 ,3-diol . 

2) (Currently Amended) The use -method according to claim 1 wherein the 
aqueous colorant preparation is a recording fluid, i n part i cular an i nk j e t i nk . 

3) (Currently Amended) The use -method according to claim 1 of-2-wherein the 
antimicrobially effective amount is 0.001% to 0.1% by weight and pr e f e rably 0.02% 
by we i ght, reckoned as solid and based on the total weight of the colorant 
preparation. 

4) (Currently Amended) The use -method according to at le ast on e of c l a i ms 1 to 
3claim 1 , wherein the mixing ratio of the individual constituents chloro-2-methyl-4- 
isothiazolin-3-one, 2-methyl-4-isothiazolin-3-one and 2-bromo-2-nitropropane-1 ,3- 
diol is (0.005 to 0.1 ):(0.005 to 0.05):1 . 

5) (Cancelled) 
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6) (Currently Amended) The use -method according to claim 5- 1 wherein the 
colorant is C.I. Reactive Black 8, C.I. Reactive Black 31, C.I. Reactive Blue 7, C.I. 
Reactive Blue 14, C.I. Reactive Blue 21, C.I. Reactive Blue 28, C.I. Reactive Blue 
38, C.I. Reactive Blue 82, C.I. Reactive Blue 89, C.I. Reactive Blue 158, C.I. 
Reactive Blue 182, C.I. Reactive Blue 190, C.I. Reactive Blue 203, C.I. Reactive 
Blue 216, C.I. Reactive Blue 220, C.I. Reactive Blue 244, C.I. Reactive Violet 1, 
C.I. Reactive Violet 5, C.I. Reactive Red 6, C.I. Reactive Red 23, C.I. Reactive 
Brown 18, C.I Direct Blue 76, C.I. Direct Blue 84, C.I. Direct Blue 86, C.I. Direct Blue 
87, C.I. Direct Blue 98, C.I. Direct Blue 199, C.I. Direct Blue 202, C.I. Direct Blue 
290, C.I. Direct Black 112, C.I. Direct Brown 95, C.I. Direct Violet 47, C.I. Acid Blue 
87, C.I. Acid Blue 185, C.I. Acid Blue 249, C.I. Pigment Blue 15:1-15:4, C.I. Pigment 
Blue 17, C.I. Pigment Green 7, C.I. Pigment Green 37, C.I. Pigment Red 257, C.I. 
Pigment Red 271, C.I. Pigment Orange 65, C.I. Pigment Orange 68, C.I. Pigment 
Yellow 117, C.I. Pigment Yellow 129 or C.I. Pigment Yellow 153. 

7) (Currently Amended) An aqueous colorant preparation comprising 0.1% to 
50% by weight of at least one heavy metal complex colorant, 0.001% to 0.1% by 
weight of an antimicrobial mixture , wherein the antimicrobial mixture is a mixture of 
5-chloro-2-methvl-4-isothiazolin-3-one, 2-methyl-4-isothiazolin-3-one and 2-bromo- 
2-nitropropane-1 ,3-diol according to ono or moro of cla i ms 1 to 4 and 1 0% to 90% by 
weight of deionized water, all based on the total weight (100% by weight) of the 
colorant preparation. 

8) (Currently Amended) An aqueous colorant preparation comprising at least 
20 ppm of heavy metal ions and 0.1 % to 50% by weight of at least one colorant 
0.001% to 0.1% by weight of an antimicrobial mixture accord i ng to on e or mor e of 
c l aims 1 to 4 wherein the antimicrobial mixture is a mixture of 5-chloro-2-methvl-4- 
isothiazolin-3-one, 2-methyl-4-isothiazolin-3-one and 2-bromo-2-nitropropane-1 ,3- 
diol and 10% to 90% by weight of deionized water, all based on the total weight 
(100% by weight) of the colorant preparation. 
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9) (Currently Amended) The aqueous colorant preparation according to claim 7 
or 8 wh i ch compr i ses further comprising a shading colorant selected from the group 
consisting of C.I. Acid Yellow 17 and C.I. Acid Yellow 23; C.I. Direct Yellow 86, C.I. 
Direct Yellow 98 and C.I. Direct Yellow 132; C.I. Reactive Yellow 37; C.I. Pigment 
Yellow 17, C.I. Pigment Yellow 74, C.I. Pigment Yellow 83, C.I. Pigment Yellow 97, 
C.I. Pigment Yellow 120, C.I. Pigment Yellow 139, C.I. Pigment Yellow 151, C.I. 
Pigment Yellow 155 and C.I. Pigment Yellow 180; C.I. Direct Red 1, C.I. Direct Red 
11, C.I. Direct Red 37, C.I. Direct Red 62, C.I. Direct Red 75, C.I. Direct Red 81, C.I. 
Direct Red 87, C.I. Direct Red 89, C.I. Direct Red 95 and C.I. Direct Red 227; C.I. 
Acid Red 1, C.I. Acid Red 8, C.I. Acid Red 80, C.I. Acid Red 81, C.I. Acid Red 82, 
C.I. Acid Red 87, C.I. Acid Red 94, C.I. Acid Red 115, C.I. Acid Red 131, C.I. Acid 
Red 144, C.I. Acid Red 152, C.I. Acid Red 154, C.I. Acid Red 186, C.I. Acid Red 
245, C.I. Acid Red 249 and C.I. Acid Red 289; C.I. Reactive Red 21, C.I. Reactive 
Red 22, C.I. Reactive Red 23, C.I. Reactive Red 35, C.I. Reactive Red 63, 
C.I. Reactive Red 106, C.I. Reactive Red 107, C.I. Reactive Red 112, C.I. Reactive 
Red 113, C.I. Reactive Red 114, C.I. Reactive Red 126, C.I. Reactive Red 127, C.I. 
Reactive Red 128, C.I. Reactive Red 129, C.I. Reactive Red 130, C.I. Reactive Red 
131, C.I. Reactive Red 137, C.I. Reactive Red 160, C.I. Reactive Red 161, C.I. 
Reactive Red 174 and C.I. Reactive Red 180; C.I. Pigment Red 122, C.I. Pigment 
Red 176, C.I. Pigment Red 184, C.I. Pigment Red 185 and C.I. Pigment Red 269; 
C.I. Direct Blue 199; C.I. Acid Blue 9 and C.I. Pigment Blue 15:1-15:4 in an amount 
of 0.001% to 5% by weigh t and i n part i cu l ar of 0.01 % to 1 % by we i ght , based on the 
dry weight of the entire colorant. 

10. (New) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the recording fluid is a ink 
jet ink. 

1 1 . (New) The method according to claim 1 wherein the antimicrobially effective 
amount 0.02% by weight, as solid and based on the total weight of the colorant 
preparation. 
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12. (New) The aqueous colorant composition as claimed in claim 9, wherein the 
shading colorant is present in an amount of from 0.01% to 1% by weight. 

13. (New) A composition produced with the aqueous colorant composition as 
claimed in claim 7, wherein the composition is selected from the group consisting of 
powders and powder coatings, triboelectrically powder coatings and 
electrokinetically sprayable powder coatings. 

14. (New) A composition produced with the aqueous colorant composition as 
claimed in claim 7, wherein the composition is selected from the group consisting of 
color filters, electronic inks and electronic paper. 

15. (New) A fiberous composition produced with the aqueous colorant composition 
as claimed in claim 7, wherein fiberous composition is a natural or synthetic material. 
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